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Read the following passage four times. 

 The first reading, simple read the scripture and pause for a minute.  

Listen to the passage with the ear of the heart. Don’t get distracted by intellectual types of questions 

about the passage. Just listen to what the passage is saying to you, right now. 

 

 The second reading, look for a key word or phrase that draws your attention. 

Notice if any phrase, sentence or word stands out and gently begin to repeat it to yourself, allowing it 

to touch you deeply. No elaboration. In a group setting, you can share that word/phrase or simply 

pass. 

 

 The third reading, pause for 2-3 minutes reflecting on “Where does the content of this reading touch 

my life today?” 

Notice what thoughts, feelings, and reflections arise within you. Let the words resound in your heart. 

What might God be asking of you through the scripture? In a group setting, you can share your 

reflection or simply pass. 

 

 The fourth reading, pause for 2-3 minutes reflecting on “I believe that God wants me to . . . . . . 

today/this week.” 

Notice any prayerful response that arises within you, for example a small prayer of gratitude or 

praise. In a group setting, you can share your reflection or simply pass. 

 

Gospel             Mt 5:13-19 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

“You are the salt of the earth. But if salt loses its taste, with what can it be seasoned? It is no longer good for 

anything but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. You are the light of the world. A city set on a 

mountain cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and then put it under a bushel basket; it is set on a 

lampstand, where it gives light to all in the house. Just so, your light must shine before others, that they may 

see your good deeds and glorify your heavenly Father.  

 

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets. I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. 

Amen, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or the smallest part of a letter 

will pass from the law, until all things have taken place. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these 

commandments and teaches others to do so will be called least in the kingdom of heaven. But whoever obeys 

and teaches these commandments will be called greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 

  



Archdiocese of St. Louis 

Office of Sacred Worship 

Lectio Divina 

The Common of Doctors of the Church – Gospel 

Lectionary: 730: Mt 5:13-19/Mt 7:21-29/Mt 13:47-52/Mt 23:8-12/Mk 4:1-10, 13-

20/Mk 4:1-9/Lk 6:43-54 

Page 2 of 7 

Read the following passage four times. 

 The first reading, simple read the scripture and pause for a minute.  

Listen to the passage with the ear of the heart. Don’t get distracted by intellectual types of questions 

about the passage. Just listen to what the passage is saying to you, right now. 

 

 The second reading, look for a key word or phrase that draws your attention. 

Notice if any phrase, sentence or word stands out and gently begin to repeat it to yourself, allowing it 

to touch you deeply. No elaboration. In a group setting, you can share that word/phrase or simply 

pass. 

 

 The third reading, pause for 2-3 minutes reflecting on “Where does the content of this reading touch 

my life today?” 

Notice what thoughts, feelings, and reflections arise within you. Let the words resound in your heart. 

What might God be asking of you through the scripture? In a group setting, you can share your 

reflection or simply pass. 

 

 The fourth reading, pause for 2-3 minutes reflecting on “I believe that God wants me to . . . . . . 

today/this week.” 

Notice any prayerful response that arises within you, for example a small prayer of gratitude or 

praise. In a group setting, you can share your reflection or simply pass. 

 

Gospel             Mt 7:21-29 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does 

the will of my Father in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your 

name? Did we not drive out demons in your name? Did we not do mighty deeds in your name?’ Then I will 

declare to them solemnly, ‘I never knew you. Depart from me, you evildoers.’ 

  

“Everyone who listens to these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his house 

on rock. The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and buffeted the house. But it did not collapse; it 

had been set solidly on rock. And everyone who listens to these words of mine but does not act on them will 

be like a fool who built his house on sand. The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and buffeted 

the house. And it collapsed and was completely ruined.” When Jesus finished these words, the crowds were 

astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as their scribes. 
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Read the following passage four times. 

 The first reading, simple read the scripture and pause for a minute.  

Listen to the passage with the ear of the heart. Don’t get distracted by intellectual types of questions 

about the passage. Just listen to what the passage is saying to you, right now. 

 

 The second reading, look for a key word or phrase that draws your attention. 

Notice if any phrase, sentence or word stands out and gently begin to repeat it to yourself, allowing it 

to touch you deeply. No elaboration. In a group setting, you can share that word/phrase or simply 

pass. 

 

 The third reading, pause for 2-3 minutes reflecting on “Where does the content of this reading touch 

my life today?” 

Notice what thoughts, feelings, and reflections arise within you. Let the words resound in your heart. 

What might God be asking of you through the scripture? In a group setting, you can share your 

reflection or simply pass. 

 

 The fourth reading, pause for 2-3 minutes reflecting on “I believe that God wants me to . . . . . . 

today/this week.” 

Notice any prayerful response that arises within you, for example a small prayer of gratitude or 

praise. In a group setting, you can share your reflection or simply pass. 

 

Gospel            Mt 13:47-52 

Jesus said to the crowds: 

The kingdom of heaven is like a net thrown into the sea, which collects fish of every kind. When it is full 

they haul it ashore and sit down to put what is good into buckets. What is bad they throw away. Thus it will 

be at the end of the age. The angels will go out and separate the wicked from the righteous and throw them 

into the fiery furnace, where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth. 

  

“Do you understand all these things?” They answered, “Yes.” And he replied, “Then every scribe who has 

been instructed in the kingdom of heaven is like the head of a household who brings from his storeroom both 

the new and the old.” 
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Read the following passage four times. 

 The first reading, simple read the scripture and pause for a minute.  

Listen to the passage with the ear of the heart. Don’t get distracted by intellectual types of questions 

about the passage. Just listen to what the passage is saying to you, right now. 

 

 The second reading, look for a key word or phrase that draws your attention. 

Notice if any phrase, sentence or word stands out and gently begin to repeat it to yourself, allowing it 

to touch you deeply. No elaboration. In a group setting, you can share that word/phrase or simply 

pass. 

 

 The third reading, pause for 2-3 minutes reflecting on “Where does the content of this reading touch 

my life today?” 

Notice what thoughts, feelings, and reflections arise within you. Let the words resound in your heart. 

What might God be asking of you through the scripture? In a group setting, you can share your 

reflection or simply pass. 

 

 The fourth reading, pause for 2-3 minutes reflecting on “I believe that God wants me to . . . . . . 

today/this week.” 

Notice any prayerful response that arises within you, for example a small prayer of gratitude or 

praise. In a group setting, you can share your reflection or simply pass. 

 

Gospel             Mt 23:8-12 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

“Do not be called ‘Rabbi.’ You have but one teacher, and you are all brothers. Call no one on earth your 

father; you have but one Father in heaven. Do not be called ‘Master’; you have but one master, the Messiah. 

The greatest among you must be your servant. Whoever exalts himself will be humbled; but whoever 

humbles himself will be exalted.  
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Read the following passage four times. 

 The first reading, simple read the scripture and pause for a minute.  

Listen to the passage with the ear of the heart. Don’t get distracted by intellectual types of questions 

about the passage. Just listen to what the passage is saying to you, right now. 

 

 The second reading, look for a key word or phrase that draws your attention. 

Notice if any phrase, sentence or word stands out and gently begin to repeat it to yourself, allowing it 

to touch you deeply. No elaboration. In a group setting, you can share that word/phrase or simply 

pass. 

 

 The third reading, pause for 2-3 minutes reflecting on “Where does the content of this reading touch 

my life today?” 

Notice what thoughts, feelings, and reflections arise within you. Let the words resound in your heart. 

What might God be asking of you through the scripture? In a group setting, you can share your 

reflection or simply pass. 

 

 The fourth reading, pause for 2-3 minutes reflecting on “I believe that God wants me to . . . . . . 

today/this week.” 

Notice any prayerful response that arises within you, for example a small prayer of gratitude or 

praise. In a group setting, you can share your reflection or simply pass. 

 

Gospel            Mk 4:1-10, 13-20 

On another occasion he began to teach by the sea. A very large crowd gathered around him so that he got 

into a boat on the sea and sat down. And the whole crowd was beside the sea on land. And he taught them at 

length in parables, and in the course of his instruction he said to them, “Hear this! A sower went out to sow. 

And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path, and the birds came and ate it up. Other seed fell on rocky 

ground where it had little soil. It sprang up at once because the soil was not deep. And when the sun rose, it 

was scorched and it withered for lack of roots. Some seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and 

choked it and it produced no grain. And some seed fell on rich soil and produced fruit. It came up and grew 

and yielded thirty, sixty, and a hundredfold.” He added, “Whoever has ears to hear ought to hear.” And when 

he was alone, those present along with the Twelve questioned him about the parables. 

 

Jesus said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? Then how will you understand any of the parables? 

The sower sows the word. These are the ones on the path where the word is sown. As soon as they hear, 

Satan comes at once and takes away the word sown in them. And these are the ones sown on rocky ground 

who, when they hear the word, receive it at once with joy. But they have no root; they last only for a time. 

Then when tribulation or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. Those sown among 

thorns are another sort. They are the people who hear the word, but worldly anxiety, the lure of riches, and 

the craving for other things intrude and choke the word, and it bears no fruit.But those sown on rich soil are 

the ones who hear the word and accept it and bear fruit thirty and sixty and a hundredfold.”  
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Read the following passage four times. 

 The first reading, simple read the scripture and pause for a minute.  

Listen to the passage with the ear of the heart. Don’t get distracted by intellectual types of questions 

about the passage. Just listen to what the passage is saying to you, right now. 

 

 The second reading, look for a key word or phrase that draws your attention. 

Notice if any phrase, sentence or word stands out and gently begin to repeat it to yourself, allowing it 

to touch you deeply. No elaboration. In a group setting, you can share that word/phrase or simply 

pass. 

 

 The third reading, pause for 2-3 minutes reflecting on “Where does the content of this reading touch 

my life today?” 

Notice what thoughts, feelings, and reflections arise within you. Let the words resound in your heart. 

What might God be asking of you through the scripture? In a group setting, you can share your 

reflection or simply pass. 

 

 The fourth reading, pause for 2-3 minutes reflecting on “I believe that God wants me to . . . . . . 

today/this week.” 

Notice any prayerful response that arises within you, for example a small prayer of gratitude or 

praise. In a group setting, you can share your reflection or simply pass. 

 

Gospel             Mk 4:1-9 

On another occasion he began to teach by the sea. A very large crowd gathered around him so that he got 

into a boat on the sea and sat down. And the whole crowd was beside the sea on land. And he taught them at 

length in parables, and in the course of his instruction he said to them, “Hear this! A sower went out to sow. 

And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path, and the birds came and ate it up. Other seed fell on rocky 

ground where it had little soil. It sprang up at once because the soil was not deep. And when the sun rose, it 

was scorched and it withered for lack of roots. Some seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and 

choked it and it produced no grain. And some seed fell on rich soil and produced fruit. It came up and grew 

and yielded thirty, sixty, and a hundredfold.” He added, “Whoever has ears to hear ought to hear.”  
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Read the following passage four times. 

 The first reading, simple read the scripture and pause for a minute.  

Listen to the passage with the ear of the heart. Don’t get distracted by intellectual types of questions 

about the passage. Just listen to what the passage is saying to you, right now. 

 

 The second reading, look for a key word or phrase that draws your attention. 

Notice if any phrase, sentence or word stands out and gently begin to repeat it to yourself, allowing it 

to touch you deeply. No elaboration. In a group setting, you can share that word/phrase or simply 

pass. 

 

 The third reading, pause for 2-3 minutes reflecting on “Where does the content of this reading touch 

my life today?” 

Notice what thoughts, feelings, and reflections arise within you. Let the words resound in your heart. 

What might God be asking of you through the scripture? In a group setting, you can share your 

reflection or simply pass. 

 

 The fourth reading, pause for 2-3 minutes reflecting on “I believe that God wants me to . . . . . . 

today/this week.” 

Notice any prayerful response that arises within you, for example a small prayer of gratitude or 

praise. In a group setting, you can share your reflection or simply pass. 

 

Gospel             Lk 6:43-54 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

 “A good tree does not bear rotten fruit, nor does a rotten tree bear good fruit. For every tree is known by its 

own fruit. For people do not pick figs from thornbushes, nor do they gather grapes from brambles. A good 

person out of the store of goodness in his heart produces good, but an evil person out of a store of evil 

produces evil; for from the fullness of the heart the mouth speaks.  

 

“Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ but not do what I command? I will show you what someone is like who 

comes to me, listens to my words, and acts on them. That one is like a person building a house, who dug 

deeply and laid the foundation on rock; when the flood came, the river burst against that house but could not 

shake it because it had been well built. But the one who listens and does not act is like a person who built a 

house on the ground without a foundation. When the river burst against it, it collapsed at once and was 

completely destroyed.” 


